
Forward Pinellas

RESOLUTION 16-1

A RESOLUTION OF FORWARD PINELLAS, IN ITS ROLE AS THE PINELLAS COUNTY
METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION, IN SUPPORT OF THE TAMPA BAY EXPRESS
PROJECT AS PART OFA COMPREHENSIVE REGIONAL MULTIMODAL MOBILITT
STRATEGY.

WHEREAS, the Tampa Bay Express (TBX) project is a regional transportation strategy undertaken by
the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) to:

accelerate construction funding for the downtown 1-275/1-4 interchange and the airport I-.

275/SR 60 interchange, which are critical choke points in the regional transportation network;

improve travel time reliability across the bay between regional activity and employment.

centers, such as the Gulf beaches, Gateway, Westshore and downtown Tampa;

improve travel options for events taking place in either Hillsborough or Pinellas County;.

reduce peak period congestion through variable pricing;.

improve_inter-regional connectivity of Tampa Bay with Metro Orlando (which is constructing.

the 1-4 Ultimate project, also with managed lanes);

improve the effectiveness of the Gateway Express, US 19 and other road capacity projects,.

and

provide a mechanism to advance preferential premium transit using toll lanes;.

WHEREAS, the FDOT is working with residents and neighborhoods in Tampa to mitigate adverse impact
of planned construction to their homes, businesses and communities;

WHEREAS, variable pricing strategies using managed lanes are known to influence travel behavior,
including discouraging people from traveling when tolls are highest;

WHEREAS, the use of variable priced tolls to expedite travel presents an equity impact for people who
are unable to alter their travel patterns or afford paying higher tolls on a regular basis;

WHEREAS, equitable transportation considerations dictate that there should be efficient, public
transportation alternatives to ensure access to destinations in peak travel times;

WHEREAS, managed lanes encourage efficient travel behavior, including transit use and other commute
alternatives when such options are available;

WHEREAS, maintaining traffic flow and managing travel demand during the planned re-construction of
the 1-275 Howard Frankland Bridge as part of the TBX project is critical to the region's economic health
and social cohesion; and

WHEREAS, the Tampa Bay Express is a multi-billion-dollar transportation project, and the ultimate
express lanes plan for the region will cost several billion dollars more, and when combined with other
major highway expansion projects in Pinellas County, TBX dramatically widens the gulf in funding for
regional highway versus regional transit projects in Tampa Bay.



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Forward Pinellas, in its role as the Pinellas
County Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), supports the timely initiation and completion of the
Tampa Bay Express project by the Florida Department of Transportation.

IN ADDITION THE BOARD FURTHER.

.

supports the continuation of TBX's managed lanes on 1-275 from South of Gandy Boulevard to.

downtown St. Petersburg, which would help ensure reliable travel time between our major
downtown centers in the Tampa Bay region as they continue to grow and provide jobs and cultural
destinations for the region;

urges FDOT to fund capital and operating costs for additional regional express bus service.

connecting_downtown St. Petersburg, the Gateway employment district and downtown Tampa,
including within both the 1-275 and the Gandy corridor, prior to construction ofTBX improvements;

requests FDOT to provide necessary financial support to enable public transit to use the Selmon.

Extension^ express lanes project on Gandy Boulevard in Hillsborough County, a project of the
Tampa-Hillsborough Expressway Authority; and

pledges to work towards achieving more balanced and sustained level of funding for regional.

public transportation in the Tampa Bay region through federal, state and Focal funding
commitments necessary to enable high level of service on key corridors, strengthen the urban
core areas in our region, maintain regional mobility and access for all users, and demonstrate
successful regional cooperation among state, regional and local partners.

In the regular meeting of Forward Pinellas duly assembled on the 8th day of June, 2016, Councilmember Caudell
offered the motion for the foregoing Resolution, which was seconded by Councilmember Rice, and the final vote
was as follows:
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